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* 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, * r 

dated 15 March 1841 ;~for, -C ' f \\.jr 



COPY of a Resolution passed by the Board of Guardians of Mountmelick 



Union on the 27th day of February 1841 : — Also, Copy of a Letter thereon, 
addressed to the Board of Guardians by the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin , 1 
5 March 1841. / 



W. Stanley, 

Assist 1 SecJ". 



POOR LAW COMMISSION. 



Workhouse Site, Mountmelick Union. 



COPY of a Resolution passed by the Board of Guardians of Mountmelick 
Union, on the 27th February 1841. 

Proposed by William Hamilton, and seconded by George Adair , — That it appears 
no publicity beyond the posting of hand-bills in Mountmelick was given to the 
advertisement for a site ; that it was not published in the county papers, nor any 
other newspapers, in consequence of which the proprietors and agents of pro- 
perties of lands in the neighbourhood of Mountmelick were ignorant that a site 
was about to be selected, and therefore no sufficient competition took place : 

That the terms upon which the site agreed for was offered were never brought 
before the Board, nor was that body ever consulted upon the matter, although it 
appears that three or four members were invited to view the ground : 

That had the Board been summoned to consider the subject, and had publicity 
been given, a site could have been obtained for one-fourth of the price agreed for, 
as proved by the offer of Mr. Baker, on behalf of the estate of the Marquis of 
Drogheda: 

That it appears not only that the site has been hastily selected, and at an extra- 
vagant rent, but that a departure has taken place from the usual course, inasmuch 
as instead of a purchase being made of the site, it has been taken at a fixed rent, 
and a lease renewable : 

That in addition to objections at all times urged against such a title, as compared 
with a fee, a further injury has been inflicted upon the Union, in depriving it of the 
benefit to be derived by borrowing money from Government for the purchase of a 
site, such loan being free of interest for ten years, and after that period repayable 
with a low rate of interest by easy instalments ; whereas our present exorbitant 
rent is an instant, as well as a perpetual, charge upon the Union and 

That, under these circumstances, we feel it to be an imperative duty to disabuse 
the public mind with regard to ourselves, and to record, in the strongest possible 
terms, our protest against the transaction in question, which we couceive to be 
conducted in a manner uncourteous towards us, as a public body, and without a 
due regard or consideration for the interest of the heavily burdened rate-payers of 
the Union. 



1 40 . Sir, 
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Sir, 



Poor Law Commission Offic 
4 March 1841. 



, Dublin. 



The Poor Law Commissioners taro .to acknowledge the leowpl " f Ul " 

Mtoto of Proceedings nt a meeting of the Board of Ouarrhans of Moon molrek 
Union held on the 27th ultimo, containing a Resolution condemnatory ,,l lire 
rangement made by the Commissioners for obtaining the site of Mio Union Work- 
honfe X” is stated to have boon effected without eonrtosy to the < .uardians, 
and without a due consideration for tho interests of the i .ite-jiayc re. 



The Commissioners observe that this Resolution is founded on Mi 
allegations : — 



bllowi 



1 That no publicity was given to the advertisement lor a site, except by 
posting notices at Mountmelick, in consequence of which the owners and 

agents of properties in the noighbourh 1 were not aware that a site wax 

about to be selected. 



2. That tho Guardians (with the exception of three or lour) were not eon- 
suited. 

3. That if tlieir Board had been consulted, and had publicity boon given 
to the notice, a site could have been obtained for one-fourth of the price now 
to be paid, “as proved by the offer of Mr. Baker , on behalf of the estate ol 
the Marquis of Drogheda.” 

4. That the price to be paid for the site is extravagant, and that in taking 
a lease, instead of purchasing the foe, there lias been a departure from the 
usual course, by which the Union has boon deprived of tho advantage ol 
purchasing with money that might have been borrowed from Government 
free of interest for 10 years. 

The Commissioners regret that the Guardians who proposed and supported 
the Resolution embodying these allegations should feel that there has boon any 
want of courtesy towards their Board in tho arrangement for obtaining a Work- 
house site, as in this and every other proceeding affecting tho Union the Com- 
missioners have been desirous of obtaining tho concurrence and approval of the 
Guardians, and most certainly no discourtesy was intended. 



It has probably been supposed that it is customary for Boards of Guardians to 
select sites, and that in this respect the usual course bad not been adopted in t he 
Mountmelick Union. The Commissioners, however, in all oases make the 
selection of sites, as well as contract for tlio erection of Workhouses, for which 
they only are made accountable bylaw; and no more has boon usually done 
through Guardians, with reference to sites, than conferring with the Board, or 
leading members of it, where any difficulty of obtaining a sito has existed, or 
where a choice of sites nearly equal in eligibility was to be made. 

The Commissioners were apprised, on the 13th March 1840, by Mr. O’Do- 
noghue, the Assistant Commissioner for the Union, that there was a great difficulty 
in obtaining a site at Mountmelick of sufficient elevation, the land about the 
town being generally low, boggy or swampy, and frequently flooded. lie at 
the same time forwarded to this office the only two proposals received in con- 
sequence of the public notice lie had given, and he stated that the opinion of 
the Guardians was in favour of “ one or either” of the sites so offered. 



The notice was published in January, in the usual way, by posting in and about 
the town, which has been generally found to give sufficient publicity ; as even, 
where the owner or principal agent of a property does not reside, there is always 
a local agent of some kind, who must be made aware by tho notice of. tho descrip- 
tion of site required ; and it is found that occupiers have never failed to come 
forward when a notice has been thus published, if disposed to part with tho 
quantity of land required. The Commissioners therefore see no reason for sup- 
posing that their notice did not receive sufficient publicity at Mountmelick ; and 
although Mr. Baker, one of the agents of the Marquis of Drogheda’s property, 
may not have been aware of the notice at the time, as lie resides in the county 
of Dublin, yet the under-agent, resident in the town, must surely have been aware 
of it ; and it appears that the site afterwards offered by Mr. Baker is land occupied 

by 
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by this local agent. It may also be stated, that the selection of the site offered 
by Messrs. Conry having been approved of by several Guardians before the 
Assistant Commissioner transmitted the proposals which he had received, the 
circumstance could have been no secret matter in the town ; for it appears that 
even the subsequent steps taken for obtaining legal possession were known there-; 
and when, on the 26th August, the Commissioners called on Messrs. Conry for 
an indemnity against a liability, subject to which the property devolved to them, 
it was rumoured that the negotiation had been broken off; in consequence of 
which, an inhabitant of the town, Mr. Andrew Reynolds, sent in a letter, offering 
another site, which was followed immediately by a Resolution on the subject from 
the Board of Guardians, and by the proposal from Mr. Baker. 



The time which elapsed after notice was given, and before accepting either of 
the proposals received, was much more than sufficient for enabling the local agent 
to communicate with his principal, and allowed all other persons, full opportunity 
of offering sites if disposed. The proposals received from Mr. Pim and Messrs. 
Conry were retained by the Assistant Commissioner until March; the sites were 
not inspected by the architect until the 24th April ; and the Commissioners did 
not finally determine to accept the proposal of Messrs. Conry until the 15th 
of May. 

The rent of the site is high, but it is the same amount as Mr. Pim required for 
his land, which the architect reported to he much less eligible; and as the site 
adjoins the town, the rent must necessarily be higher than could be expected for 
land at the distance of the site offered by Mr. Baker ; but the Commissioners con- 
sider it to bo better to pay a high rent for a site close to a town, than a low rent 
lor one at such a distance as would entail on the Union the expense of providing 
stabling at the workhouse for the Guardians’ horses. 

The rent, moreover, does not materially exceed the average charge lor land 
close to such towns as Mountinelick ; it amounts to 10 i per Irish acre, or 
0/. 3s. Oil. per statute acre, and at 20 years' purchase would make the considera- 
tion for the fee amount to 741 i If the fee had been Tested in the lessors, the 
Commissioners would not have taken a lease. But this is no unusual occurrence 
as the Guardians seem to suppose ; on the contrary, the cases in which leases 
only could be obtained are numerous. 

It does not appear- that Messrs. Conry were desirous of demising the land for a 
workhouse site^as it adjoins the improving parts of the town. It a^ears that 
tlmy had previously refused to accept a rent of 8 1. per Irish acre for the whole of 
this 7 laud, P some of which is reported to be much inferior to that taken for the 
wkhouse site It also appeis that the proposal made by them was the result 
of in application from the Assistant Commissioner to one of these gentlemen, as 
Vice* Chairman* of the Board of Guardians ; and that to give the tenure reqmred 
frmu tl.™ ihey had to incur an expense of 100 /. These cn-cumstances account 
for’^heir ’proposal being dated the 24th of February, while Mr. Puns was made 
on the 25th of January. 

The Commissioners, in their letter of the 22,1 September last, expressed regret 
l ilt Commissi ■ been previously received, as 

that the proposal of Mi. Baku nn m. 1 ■ c ^ 1)een concluded. If 
at that time the m-rangemei ,.j lv hen Messrs. Conry’s proposal was 

finahy « iSS Tbe“K -7^'^ 

tatlmi in all others, have preferred the site appearing in then- judgment 

to he most advantageous to the Union. , . 

The Guardians from whom the Resolutions passed on the 27th ultimo, and 17th 
llie Guardians non . , considered to have reasonable grounds for 

September last, have emanated, cannot be t0 show tlla ° one m0 .-e 

condemning the Commmsioners ai g } je f ore that was concluded. The 

advantageous to the Unmn c u to them after advertising and making in- 

Commissioners had but two one selected, after a careful 

.»». a- 

140. 
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already observed, the immediate proximity of the site to the town makes it more 
advantageous ‘than one at a greater distance, subject to a lower rent. It was, no 
doubt, a due 1 consideration of these circumstances that led several of the ex-officio 
’Guardians to . Oppose the Resolution of the 17th September, which was supported 
by only one of\their body, and was passed but by a majority of tAvo, in a Hoard of 
sixteen Guardians ; and the same reasons no doubt influenced General Dunne, the 
Chairman of the Board, in protesting against the Resolution of the 27th ultimo. 

By order of the Board. 



To the Clerk of the Guardians, 
Mountmelick Union. 



(signed) W. Stanley, 

Assistant Secretary. 
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